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can look beneath the surface and estimate the inner springs
of the great human strife. The measure, in short, of our
simple repugnance to low character is far different from the
measure of our moral condemnation; we recoil from it, as
we should from any deformity, in proportion to its visible
departure from our ideal of humanity; we condemn it, in
proportion as it has arisen in full sight of what is higher,
and taken only paltry bribes from suborning interests or
passions. To the expression of this fact some precision is
given when we say, Where the discrepancy is greatest between
the moral and the prudential order of principles, the guilt is
least y and where the discrepancy is least, the sm is greatest

This account of our ideas of good and ill-desert I regret
to find seriously at variance with a chapter on 'Merit* by
Mr. Leslie Stephen, which abounds with just and fine
observations, and, if it misses the exact solution, does so
only because the determmist psychology, however ingeni-
ously manipulated, can turn out no idea of Merit which is
not an illusion; and because the author, instead of frankly
so treating it, and driving it out of doors hanging on the
skirts of Free-will, tries to keep it in his service, and makes
it speak what it cannot articulately say. His account may
be summed up as follows:

The organised opinions of society, founded on the ex-
perienced conditions of social vitality, constitute, in their
aggregate, the moral code; and in proportion as a man is
moulded into conformity with these opinions, so that they
become the law of his character, is he virtuous^ and is sure
to be meritorious. These epithets, however, are not abso-
lutely synonymous. Two distinctions are drawn between
them1: (i) * MeritB is proved virtue? i e. tested by concrete
instances of conduct; for, as Aristotle observes, virtue is an
inherent quality which a man does not part with when he
is asleep, but for which no merit can be claimed till it
does something2. (2) * Merit is the value set upon

1 Science of Ethics, dfap. vii. i. ro, p. 273.
* Ibid. chap. vh. i. fa p. 270; 10, p. 273.
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